ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Teacher leaders are responsible and accountable for the culture in the classroom. Danielson (2006) identified that the term 'teacher leader' is not new, however, she defines the term in an informal manner to mean a person who has earned the status from students and the school community. A teacher leader may take on various roles in the classroom to ensure student success. Harrison The common method for using rubrics in the education arena has been around since the 1980s. Popham (1997) observed that the use of the word rubric came about in the education community when specialists evaluated the students' written work. Popham added that any word meaning and scoring could have been used, however, rubric sounded more technically attractive. Popham suggested that rubrics began to be regularly used in education in the 1980s to "refer to a set of standards and/or directions for assessing outcomes and guiding student Rubrics lead to standardization or they help us connect with individual students. Rubrics rest on false claims to objectivity-or they make subjectivity visible. Rubrics put teachers and students on autopilot-or they enrich conversations between teachers and students. It is time to move beyond rubrics or it is time to embrace them. The rubric process is such that it will work in virtually any profession and in any type of environment with participants of any learning abilities. Rubrics have been a keystone in education for years although, initially, they were found most often in higher education. Rubrics have been criticized for their weaknesses, however, weaknesses result from human decisions made in creating the tool, not from the tool itself.
"When thoughtfully crafted and used with discretion and understanding, rubrics can be the most useful among the instructional tools (Spandel, 2006) . Interestingly, in the analysis of rubrics, Spandel may have identified one of the significant reasons that instructors do not like to use rubrics.
"They keep honest, for when people put their thinking on paper, there is no longer a place to hide" (p. 21).
Criticism of Rubrics
Rubrics can be used at any level of education from kindergarten to a doctoral program as there is no formal structure or content required to produce an effective 
Conclusion
Rating scales for students may range from observations to letter grades. The tools used to rate or grade also vary. 
